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3.2.6. Additional Requirements for High Buildings 
(see Appendix B)

3.2.6.1. Application
1) This Subsection applies to a building

a) of group A. D. E. or F major occupancy classification that is more than 
(i) 36 m high, measured between grade and the floor level of the top storey.
or
(ii) 18 m high, measured between grade and the floor level of the top storey, and in which the cumulative or total

occupant load on or above any storey above grade, other than the first storey, divided by 1.8 times the width in
metres of all exit stairs at that storey, exceeds 300.

b) containing a Group B major occupancy in which the floor level of the highest storey of that major occupancy is more than
18 m above grade.

c) containing a floor area or part of a floor area located above the third storey designed or intended as a 
Group B, Division 2 occupancy and

d) containing a Group C major occupancy whose floor level is more than 18 m above grade.

3.2.7. Lighting and Emergency Power Systems

3.2.7.3. Emergency Lighting
1) Emergency lighting shall be provided to an average level of illumination not less than 10 lx at floor or tread level in 

a) exits
b) principal routes providing access to exit in an open floor area
c) corridors used by the public
d) corridors serving patients’ sleeping rooms 
e) corridors serving classrooms
f) underground walkways
g) public corridors, and 
h) floor areas or parts thereof where the public may congregate in 

(i) Group A, Division 1 occupancies, or
(ii) Group A, Division 2 and 3 occupancies having an occupant load of 60 or more.

2) Emergency lighting to provide an average level of illumination of not less than 10 lx at floor or 
catwalk level shall be included in a service space referred to in Sentence 3.2.1.1.(7).

3) The minimum value of the illumination required by Sentences (1) and (2) shall be not less than 1 lx.

3.2.7.4. Emergency Power for Lighting
1) An emergency power supply shall be

a) provided to maintain the emergency lighting required by this Subsection from a power source such as batteries or
generators that will continue to supply power in the event that the regular power supply to the buildings is interrupted and

b) so designed and installed that upon failure of the regular power it will assume the electrical load automatically 
for a period of 

(i) 2 h for a building within the scope of Subsection 3.2.6.
(ii) 1 h for a building of Group B major occupancy classification that is not within the scope of Subsection 3.2.6. and
(iii) 30 min for a building of any other occupancy (see appendix A).

2) If self-contained emergency lighting units are used, they shall conform to CSA C22.2 No. 141-M, 
“Unit Equipment for Emergency Lighting.” 
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3.4.5. Exit Signs

3.4.5.1. Exit Signage
1) Every exit door other than the main entrance to a room or building shall have an exit sign placed over or adjacent to it if the exit

serves
a) a building more than 2 storeys in building height,
b) a building having an occupant load more than 150, or 
c) a room or floor area that has a fire escape as part of a required means of egress.

2) Every exit sign shall 
a) be visible from the exit approach,
b) have the word EXIT or SORTIE displayed in plain legible letters, and
c) be illuminated continuously while the building is occupied.

3) Exit signs shall consist of
a) red letters on a contrasting background or contrasting letter on a red background, with the letters not less that 114 mm

high and having a 19 mm stroke, if the sign is internally illuminated, and
b) white letters on a red background or red letters on a contrasting background that is white or light tint, with letters not less

that 150 mm high and having a 19 mm stroke, if the sign is externally illuminated.

4) If illumination of an exit sign is provided from an electrical circuit, that circuit shall  
a) serve no equipment other than emergency equipment and
b) be connected to an emergency power supply as described in Sentence 3.2.7.4.(1).

5) If necessary, the direction of egress in public corridors and passageways shall be indicated by a sign conforming to sentence (3) with a
suitable arrow or pointer indicating the direction of egress.

6) Except for egress doorways described in Sentence 3.3.2.3(4) and except for the main entrance door, an Exit sign conforming to
Sentences (2), (3) and shall be placed over adjacent to every egress doorways from rooms with an occupant load more than 60 in
Group A, Division 1 occupancies, dance halls, licensed beverage establishments and other similar occupancies that, when occupied,
have lighting levels below that which would provide easy identification of the egress door-way.

3.4.5.2. Signs for Basement Stairs and Ramps
1) In a building more than 2 storeys in building height, any part of an exit ramp or stair that continues past an exterior exit door down

to a basement shall be clearly marked. 

9.9.10. Signage

9.9.10.1. Application
1) This Subsection applies to all exits except those serving not more than one dwelling unit.

9.9.10.2. Visibility of Exits
1) Exits shall be located so as to be clearly visible or their locations shall be clearly indicated.

9.9.10.3. Required Exit Signs
1) Except for the main entrance door to a building, every exit door in a building 3 storeys in building height or in a building having an

occupant load greater than 150 shall have an exit sign over adjacent to it.

9.9.10.4. Exit Direction Signs
1) Exit direction signs shall be placed in corridors and passageways where necessary to indicate the direction of exit travel.

9.9.10.5. Visibility of Exit Signs
1) Exit signs shall be installed so as to be visible from the exit approach and shall be illuminated continuously while the building is

occupied. 
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9.9.10.6. Lettering 
1) Exit signs shall have the word EXIT or SORTIE in red letters on a contrasting background or a red background with contrasting let-

ters when the sign is internally lighted, and white letters on a red background or red letters on a white background when the sign is
externally lighted.

2) Lettering referred to in Sentence (1) shall be made with not less than 19 mm wide strokes and be not less than 150 mm high when
the sign is externally lighted, and not less than 114 mm high when the sign is internally lighted. 

9.9.10.7. Illumination
1) Illumination of exit signs required in Article 9.9.10.3. shall conform to sentences 9.9.11.3. (2) and (3).
2) Where illumination of exit signs required in article 9.9.10.3 is provided by an electrical circuit, that circuit shall serve no equipment

other than emergency equipment.

9.9.10.8. Exits Continuing to a basement
1) In buildings 3 storeys in building height any part of an exit ramp or stair that continues down to a basement past an exterior exit

door shall be clearly marked to indicated that it does not lead to an exit where the portion below ground level may be mistaken as
the direction of exit travel.

9.9.11. Lighting

9.9.11.3. Emergency Lighting
1) Emergency lighting shall be provided in 

a) exits
b) principal routes providing access to exit in an open floor area
c) corridors used by the public
d) underground walkways and
e) public corridors

2) Emergency lighting required in Sentence (1) shall be provided from a source of energy separate from the electrical supply for the
building.

3) Lighting required in Sentence (1) shall be designed to be automatically actuated for a period of at least 30 min, when the electric
lighting in the affected area is interrupted.

4) Illumination from lighting required in Sentence (1) shall be provided to average levels or not less than 10 LX at floor or tread level. 
5) Where incandescent lighting is provided, lighting equal to 1 W/m2 of floor area shall be considered to meet the requirement in

Sentence (4).
6) Where self-contained emergency lighting units are used, they shall conform to CSA C22.2 NO. 141-M, “Unit Equipment for

Emergency Lighting”. 

Classification by Group

Examples Group Group

1Asertaeht erutcip noitoM
Opera houses
Television studios admitting a viewing audience
Theatres, including experimental theatres

sllah erutceLseirellaG trA
seiriarbiLairotiduA

stnemhsilbatse egareveb desneciLsyella gnilwoB
smuesuMpihsrow fo secalp ralimis dna sehcruhC

2Astoped dna snoitats regnessaPlaitnediser-non ,bulC
sreip lanoitaerceRsllah ytinummoC

stnaruatseRsmoor truoC
laitnediser-non ,segelloc dna sloohcSsllah ecnaD

Exhibition halls (other than classified in Group E) Undertaking premises
Gymnasia
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Classification by Group (continued)

puorGpuorGselpmaxE

3Ahtiw sloop gnimmiws roodnIsanerA
gnitaes rotatceps tuohtiw roskniR

sdnatsdnarGserutcurts krap tnemesumA
sdnats gniweiveR)deifissalc erehwesle ton(

4AaidatSsrehcaelB

sretrauq noitneted htiw slatipsoh cirtaihcysPsliaJ
1Bsretrauq noitneted htiw seirotamrofeRseiraitnetineP

Police stations with detention quarters
Prisons

sretrauq noitneted tuohtiw slatipsoh cirtaihcysPsemoh laidotsuc s’nerdlihC
 sretrauq noitneted tuohtiw seirotamrofeRsemoh tnecselavnoC

2Bnoitneted tuohtiw airotinaSslatipsoH
Infirmaries
Nursing homes
Orphanages

Apartment Hotels
CsesuoHsesuoh gnidraoB

sesuoh gnidaoLlaitnediser ,sbulC
seiretsanoMlaitnediser ,segelloC

sletoMstnevnoC
laitnediser ,sloohcSseirotimroD

ecivres-fles ,seirdnuaLsknaB
seciffo lacideMspohs gnisserdriah dna rebraB

seciffOsrolrap ytuaeB
Dsretrauq noitneted tuohtiw snoitats eciloPseciffo latneD

snoitats oidaRstnemhsilbatse gninaelC yrD
 latner ecnailppa dna loot llamS elbammalf gnisu ton ,ecivres-fleS

tnemhsilbatse ecivres dnasrenaelc ro stnevlos evisolpxe ro

EspohSserots tnemtrapeD
serotSsllah noitibihxE

stekramrepuSstekraM

sllim ruolFsdiuqil elbammalf rof stnalp kluB
srotavele niarG sesuoheraw egarots kluB

seirotcaf reuqcaLsecnatsbus suodrazah rof
seirotcaf sserttaMsllim laereC

1Fseirotcaf tcudorp nilyxoryp dna hsinrav ,tniaP gnirutcafunam slacimehC
stnalp gnissecorp rebbuRstnalp gnissecorp ro
snoitarepo gnitniap yarpSseirellitsiD

stnalp gnissecorp repap etsaWstnalp gninaelC yrD
Feed Mills

seirotcaf sserttaMsragnah tfarcriA
sllim gninnalPseirotcaf xoB
stnalp gnitnirPstnalp ydnaC
segarag riapeRstnalp egarots dloC

moorselaS stnemhsilbatse gninaelC yrD
2Fsnoitats secivreS ro elbammalf gnisu ton

smoor egarotSsrenaelc rof stnevlos evisolpxe
ecneidua gniweiv a gnittimda soiduts noisiveleTsnoitatsbus lacirtcelE

sesuoheraWseirotcaF
smoor elaselohWstoped thgierF

seirotcaf gnikrowdooWsfoor no saera gnidnal retpocileH
Laboratories Workshops
Laundries except self-service

ria nepo gnidulcni segarag egarotSseiremaerC
segarag gnikraPseirotcaF

smoor egarotSseirotarobaL
3FsesuoheraWstnalp rewoP

Salesrooms Workshops
Samples display rooms
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